I nformation in Radiology is only valuable if it is both current and accessible. While accurate and up to date information in a variety of forms can be found in libraries, it is rarely available at the alternator where the majority of imaging decisions are made. Radiologists must therefore, rely on memory of recently read journals and intermittent CME conferences to assure that the latest information is being used for diagnosis and treatment.
The need to integrate and effectively deliver a large amount of differing data types to the work place spawned the concept of a computer based, networked, teaching tool. The first version of this tool, the Virtual Hospital (http://www.vh.org) was created within the Department of Radiology, at the University of Iowa. It was distributed via the Internet in 1991 using a modified version of the Unix Gopher server (University of Minnesota). In 1993 the World Wide Web replaced Gopher as the primary cross platform protocol and a second version of the VH was implemented using the WWW. Substantial growth in the VH and the Internet occurred over the next 4 years. Currently the VH is receiving 2,500,000 hits per month, which translates to 15,000 visitors per day. Over 1
Journal of Digitallmaging, Vol 11, No 3, Suppl1 (August), 1998: p 233 terabyte 0,048,576 megabytes) of data has been transferred since the VH began. CME is now available on-line.
The VH is essentially a "content provider's cooperative" that is supported by the University of Iowa College of Medicine. The strength of the cooperative is an author's agreement that allows a faculty member to retain copyright for the material that he or she creates.
Extending the concept of the VH, we are implementing point of care teaching modules at the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology. These modules are based on our unique archive of radiologicpathologic material. 
